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It is indeed an honour to welcome you all to the eighth Funda Mzantsi Championships being 

held in the city of George- a city positioned for- geared for and destined for a sustainable 

future- A future where literacy forms one of the pillars to create this envisaged 

sustainability. Your choice of our city is a reflection not only of your trust in our ability, but 

also our willingness to host events of national and international status. Let me from the 

onset recognise that books are the quietest and most constant of friends- they are the most 

accessible, the wisest of counsellors and the most patient of teachers.  

I want to commend the different partners in this project, namely the National Library of 

South Africa as an agency of the Department of Arts and Culture, the Department of 

Correctional Services and the George Municipality on your fearless quest and advocacy in 



developing creative minds. Our world faces and is inundated with pressing environmental, 

societal, ethical and economic challenges such as climate change, health issues, water 

scarcity, poverty and unemployment. It is in this same world where new technological 

advances have almost extinguished and replaced the desire and passion for reading.  

We have to realise that It is through reading that one can better understand the concepts 

and ideas that the author is trying to portray. Reading is a journey as it leads to better 

understanding, to improving yourself, to evaluate the circumstances better, consider the 

available options creatively and gives complete new meaning to life itself    

Reading has at all times and in all ages been a great source of knowledge. Today reading 

unlocks social and economic advancement. A reader is a better conversationalist- can stand 

his or her ground and broadens one’s vision. We dare not underestimate the critical role of 

literacy in any society as it ignites positive growth in that society and contributes to 

championing values that promotes good governance and democracy.  

A literate society promotes reading culture, youth skills and entrepreneurial development 

and above all self development and sustainability. Reading spurs up the youth to realise the 

need to internalise positive values in pursuing their life purpose as to reach their destiny- 

inspire them to engage each other on how to make contributions towards ending poverty 

and eliminating unemployment- hence achieving the sustainable development agenda. It is 

only an informed and articulate person that would be in the vanguard to promote a 

sustainable society.   

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, we find ourselves in an opportune time to to re-

awaken the people of our country on the importance of a reading culture, intensify reading 

awareness, giving books as gifts and ensure the establishment of book clubs in all secondary 

schools in particular.   I want to call on all of us to be pioneers and become activists in 

grounding and anchoring our communities in the motto reading for leading. Once again 

welcome to our city and may your participation and sharing of abilities spark the thirst to 

read more.       


